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The Resource Sharing Committee met at UVa on October 18, 2010.  Attendees included Ralph Alberico, Dot Lockaby, Katherine McKenzie, Paul Rittelmeyer, Laura Skinner and Elizabeth Teaff.  Stuart Frazer and Bethany Wright participated via conference call.   The Interlibrary Loan Subcommittee met at Washington & Lee on November 4, 2010.  Participants included Mikki Butcher, Joe Malloy, Megan Newman, Renee Reighart, Laura Skinner, Elizabeth Teaff and Jim Verdini.   This report is based on notes from those two meetings.


VIVA ILL Loan Periods and Renewals

Both committees discussed potential changes to VIVA ILL loan period and renewal guidelines in order to support grad students and others who need materials for extended periods of time.  Following a discussion at the joint meeting of the RSC and ILL Subcommittee in 2009, Shirley Thomas from VCU took the lead in developing a survey on ILL loan period and renewal practices which was distributed within VIVA and to other ILL lists.  Paul Rittelmeyer, Laura Skinner and Bethany Wright also assisted with that survey.  Thanks Shirley, Paul, Laura and Bethany.  Most respondents to the survey that Shirley distributed allow a loan period of 56 days which is consistent with VIVA guidelines; slightly more than half reported that they allow renewals of books.  There did not seem to be high interest among respondents in changing loan periods or current renewal policies.  Though VIVA guidelines currently do not encourage renewals, RSC members reported that renewals are often granted.  

The RSC decided to take a practical approach in order to ascertain how VIVA ILL units would respond to changes in the ILL Guidelines.  The RSC recommended that the ILL Subcommittee determine whether members would be willing to comply with extended loan periods or renewals.  The ILL Subcommittee surveyed VIVA ILL contacts and determined that a large majority indicated that they could not comply with extended loan periods.  At the same time most VIVA  ILL contacts were willing to develop guidelines to allow renewals.  

The VIVA Resource Sharing Committee and the VIVA Interlibrary Loan Subcommittee recommend that the ILL Subcommittee be charged with re-drafting VIVA Interlibrary Loan Guidelines on renewals to recommend a renewal interval that is consistent with the wishes of the majority of VIVA Interlibrary Loan departments. 



OCLC Direct Request for Articles and WorldCat Local possibilities 

On October 15th RSC members participated in a webinar tailored for VIVA by OCLC reps in order to discuss resource sharing possibilities associated with the recently announced OCLC Direct Request for Articles service, OCLC Knowledge Base.  The session also addressed unlimited access to WorldCat for VIVA members.  A recording of that session is available at:
https://oclc.webex.com/oclc/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=44564982&rKey=0641cf9638f5d434

At its Oct 18th meeting the RSC discussed new resource sharing services from OCLC.  Paul Rittelmeyer reported on UVa’s experience as a pilot participant in the Direct Request for Articles service and OCLC WorldCat Knowledge Base.  We will continue to follow developments in this area.  Meanwhile a number of VIVA libraries have signed, or intend to sign agreements with OCLC to contribute to the WorldCat Knowledge Base http://www.oclc.org/knowledgebase/default.htm .  

The VIVA Resource Sharing Committee recommends that VIVA member libraries strive to maintain current and up-to-date union catalog holdings, and to contribute their holdings to the OCLC WorldCat Knowledge Base.  Toward that end, VIVA libraries that participate in OCLC are strongly encouraged to complete the OCLC WorldCat Knowledge Base Request Form https://www3.oclc.org/app/worldcat/wckb/  

Resource Sharing 2010 survey results and RSC strategic priorities 

The following strategic priorities for the VIVA Resource Sharing Committee are suggested for FY 2010-2011:
1. Increase support for standalone Odyssey users and non-ILLIAD libraries in general.  The RSC will work with the Interlibrary Loan Subcommittee to encourage non-ILLIAD libraries to migrate to standalone Odyssey.  A goal of sun setting Ariel and moving to Odyssey will require that we understand the barriers to migration and   ensure that libraries that wish to migrate are adequately supported.   Support for standalone Odyssey will take the form of sharing documentation on installation, troubleshooting and diagnosing problems along with workshops such as those done at the ILL Forum.  Achieving this goal may require resources from VIVA.
2. Continue to follow developments that might expedite resource sharing by enabling discovery and delivery of interlibrary loan materials among VIVA libraries.  (e.g. OCLC Direct Request for Articles and FulfILLment open source Interlibrary Loan software project,  http://fulfillment-ill.org/ ) 
3. Develop procedures for handling e-book requests for circumstances where rights allow 
4. Investigate the potential of virtual platforms that might level the ILL playing field by making server space available for smaller libraries to upload and download scanned documents for delivery.  If this potential exists it will require resources from VIVA.


VIVA ILL Forum planning 

The ILL Subcommittee has met to plan the next ILL Forum and has locked in a date and venue.  The forum will take place at Sweet Briar College on July 15, 2011.  The conference program will include parallel concurrent sessions with some sessions geared toward the smaller, non-ILLIAD libraries.

