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HarpWeek’s Reconstruction Era, Part II (1872-1877), Now Available for All VIVA Institutions

· VIVA, the Virtual Library of Virginia, is pleased to announce the addition of the Reconstruction II segment to the HarpWeek  holdings of all VIVA institutions.  With this acquisition, students and faculty across Virginia will be able to access an additional 5,500 pages of Harper’s Weekly covering the last years of Reconstruction, 1872-1877.  VIVA’s efforts to acquire Internet access to this influential news magazine began in 1999 with access to HarpWeek’s Civil War component, and continued last year with the addition of Reconstruction I.  Total coverage now spans some twenty years, 1857 to 1877.  The ambitious HarpWeek project includes rich indexing to every article, illustration, advertisement, and literary offering included in Harper’s Weekly.  A new feature also allows searching of every word of text in Harper’s Weekly.   VIVA members can link to the resource directly at: <http://app.harpweek.com/> 

With biting satirical prose and cartoons, the 1870s found Harper’s Weekly engaged in exposing the corruption and plunder of New York City by Tammany Hall, and playing a major role in finally bringing down Boss Tweed and his minions.  From the Western frontier, the magazine reported on the discovery and lure of gold in the Black Hills, information that would precipitate ferocious battles between Native Americans and the U.S. Cavalry for dominance on the Plains.    The Battle of the Little Bighorn and demise of Custer’s regiment captured the attention of the American people.  In 1876, a cliffhanger election between Hayes and Tilden riveted the nation for several months; Rutherford B. Hayes finally captured the White House three days before the scheduled inauguration, and by one electoral vote.  With Hayes’ victory, the last Federal troops were withdrawn from the southern states, bringing an end to Reconstruction.

Using HarpWeek on the Web, students across Virginia share in the excitement of using primary source material to view the world through 19th century eyes.   Much more than a chronicle, Harper's Weekly provides a rich record of the culture, the attitudes, and the interests of U.S. citizens at a time of rapid change.  For example, HarpWeek contains:

· Literature, classified by type, including serialized novels, essays, sheet music, poetry, tracts, and personal narratives. Authors represented include Charles Dickens, George Eliot, and Wilkie Collins.

· Biographies, often illustrated, of prominent people, searchable by occupation.

· Advertisements, indexed by manufacturer, product category, brand, and retailer.

· Illustrations by prominent figures such as Thomas Nast, Jules Tavernier, and John White Alexander.  Illustrated material includes maps, cartoons, portraits, and fashion trends. 

The publisher of the HarpWeek database, recognizing the potential of the resource as a teaching tool, has provided a web site (http://www.harpweek.com/) to highlight the uses of HarpWeek in the classroom. The web site contains Special Reports (also available in print) that aid in taking full advantage of HarpWeek for Literary Studies and Women’s/ Gender Studies.  Links are also provided to web sites that use HarpWeek to guide research on such subjects as:

· The American West.   <http://thewest.harpweek.com/ > 

· The Chinese-American Experience, 1857-1892.  <http://immigrants.harpweek.com/> 

· Finding Precedent, Hayes vs. Tilden: The Electoral College Controversy of 1876-1877.   <http://elections.harpweek.com/controversy.htm >
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